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MARCHING IN
J. Corey Francis, the assistant director 
of bands, arrived at Eastern in 2012, 
following a life-long passion for 
teaching and music.  
TASMANIAN PANTHER
Grace Lennox, the freshman point guard for the 
women’s basketball team, traveled from 
Australia to America to play basketball.
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By Debby Hernandez
Administration Editor | @ DEN_News
The budget for the university is ex-
pected to decline for fiscal year 2015, 
with a loss of  $4.36 million from this 
year’s budget. 
Based on the adopted budget, after 
the estimated deficit of $4.36 million for 
FY 2015 is covered, the university will be 
left with a budget of $1.218 million for 
the year. 
The Council on University Planning 
and Budgeting received specifics on the 
adopted budget for fiscal year 2015 and 
discussed a cash-in cash-out scholarship 
initiative on Friday.
Paul McCann, the interim vice pres-
ident for business affairs and treasurer, 
said the numbers are based on the bud-
get that was created in June.
McCann said the $9.363 million in 
reserve for a new science building was 
used during fiscal year 2014 to help off-
set the deficit the university accumulat-
ed at that time.
The deficit during 2014 was $6.126 
million, while the university’s beginning 
budget for 2014 was $2.34 million.
After using the reserve, the university 
was left with a balance of $5.578 million 
at the end of 2014.
The loss is estimated to increase by 
$190,000, making the estimated end 
balance for fiscal year 2015 after covering 
losses $1.028 million. 
Council member Grant Sterling said 
the way the loss of university income 
has been handled is not a solution, but 
a process to help slow down its effects. 
“It seems to me that what this says is 
our effort to balance the budget, almost 
exclusively by not replacing retirees and 
making the cuts we can, is slowing down 
the rate at which the catastrophe is com-
ing,” Sterling said. “By 2016, it’s not rad-
ically different than the debt by the end 
of fiscal year 2015.”
2015 university budget projected to decrease
BUDGET DECREASE, page 6
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor |@BertoHodge
Continuous shouts of “Black lives 
matter,” “I can’t breath” and “Hands up, 
don’t shoot” echoed off the residence halls 
as about 150 students, faculty and staff 
marched from the South to North Quad 
and finally to Old Main Friday night. 
About 50 students lay on the ground 
in front of Old Main’s gates protesting in 
silence by participating in a die-in demon-
stration. The students lay on the ground 
for 17 minutes representing the amount 
of black lives lost to police brutality this 
year. 
Those who were not lying down 
stepped forward and announced that they 
were victims such as Trayvon Martin or 
Eric Garner. Those who read the paper 
read it as if they were the victims of po-
lice violence stating how they were killed. 
Participants first gathered in front of 
the Doudna Fine Arts Center steps wear-
ing black in solidarity prior to the march, 
some giving speeches and reciting emo-
tional poems about struggles with racism. 
Members from various organizations 
were also present at the march, such as 
EIU Pride, the Black Student Union, Al-
pha Phi Alpha fraternity, Zeta Phi Beta 
sorority and many other historically black 
Greek organizations.
“This is not about me, or you, or BSU 
or any organization on campus; this is a 
central issue,” said Alexis Lambert, the 
president of BSU. “This is not just an is-
sue that revolves around race.” 
Lambert said Americans couldn’t win 
the same war if they are all fighting differ-
ent ones on the same front. 
 “It’s been a rough few years for the Af-
rican-American community,” said Reg-
inald Thedford, the student body presi-
dent, as he addressed the crowd. 
Yolanda Williams, a gateway advisor, 
was asked to give a speech at the march, 
to which she admitted she did not know 
what to say. She said that was unusual for 
her, so she prayed and found an article 
that was an open letter to black students 
from black faculty and staff members at 
various colleges. 
As Williams read the letter with pow-
erful conviction and emotion, many stu-
dents were noticeably wiping their eyes 
and sniffling. The letter, signed by black 
faulty and staff members from various in-
stitutions throughout the nation, includ-
ed Williams. It spoke of hushed voices, ra-
cial incidents on campuses and how to be 
mindful of whom to trust. 
“‘We remind you, skin folk isn’t 
always kinfolk,’” Williams said, 
quoting the letter. 
Williams herself grew emotional as the 
letter got deeper admitting to times when 
professors themselves had to be silence, 
or of letters they wrote to administrators 
about what is or isn’t just. 
“‘We see you. We hear you. We 
love you,’” Williams quoted the 
letter. 
Akeem Forbes, the organizer of 
the march, challenged the admin-
istration to step up and partici-
pate in more movements such as 
this. 
KRISTEN LE WIS | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Akeem Forbes, a sophomore education major, and Tionna Alderson, a senior communication disorders and sci-
ences major, march on Eastern’s campus before the Die In Demonstration in front of Old Main Friday. 
‘Movement’ continues with ‘die-in demonstration’ across campus
Charleston resident constructs Old Main out of gingerbread
MACKENZIE FREUND | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Brian Sanders, a Charleston resident and creator of the gingerbread Old 
Main, stands with his gingerbread model of Old Main on Sunday. 
DIE-IN DEMO, page 6
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By Stephanie Markham
News Editor | @stephm202
Though the perfectionist in him picks at 
the little details he missed — the sidewalks 
made of sticks of gum are not curved like 
they are in reality, and the hard cookie walls 
are not exactly to scale — his recreation of an 
Eastern icon has garnered more praise than 
he expected.
Walking down the streets of the Charles-
ton Square, Marshall Lassak, a math profes-
sor, noticed something in one of the shop 
windows that caught his attention. 
It was a 30 by 15 inch replica of Old 
Main, the classic castle image of Eastern and 
the administrative building that’s held every 
president from Livingston C. Lord to Bill 
Perry.
He then ran into his friend, Brian Sand-
ers, who made the gingerbread castle with 
his family for a competition that was part of 
Christmas in the Heart of Charleston.
Lassak said what first stood out to him 
was the incredible detail including fire es-
capes made of raw spaghetti noodles covered 
in frosting.
“I usually make a gingerbread house each 
year, but nothing quite as elaborate,” he said.
Sanders, 52, of Charleston, lent his cre-
ation to the math department as a decora-
tion for its end-of-the-year party on Friday.
In the time it was in Old Main, the gin-
gerbread castle gained its own fame; the 
photo posted on Eastern’s Facebook page re-
ceived more than 2,200 likes and 550 shares.
Sanders said because the competition is 
not widely publicized, the gingerbread Old 
Main probably would have gone unnoticed 
if Lassak hadn’t requested it.
His daughter, Haley, 14, came up with 
the idea of crafting Old Main and put to-
gether the candy decorations; his son, Zach, 
a freshman at Eastern, sketched out the de-
signs.
“Tell your engineers it is not true to scale,” 
Sanders said laughing. “We did try to put 
windows where there were windows, and 
we tried to put doors where there were doors 
and all that.”
Haley had the idea to make the ginger-
bread Old Main last year, but the family had 
to regroup after running into some prob-
lems.
“Last year we tried to create one and it 
kept breaking, so I had to do some research 
and come up with a new gingerbread reci-
pe, and we put different support inside so it 
would not break,” Sanders said.
The new recipe includes white sugar in-
stead of brown sugar and a mix of corn syr-
up and molasses instead of only molasses to 
create a lighter batter that Sanders felt was 
more true to the color of Old Main.
After revamping the recipe and making a 
foam board example of the castle, the fami-
ly started baking.
“Friday was Halloween; Saturday was 
when the first batch was made,” Sanders 
said. “Six batches were made, and we don’t 
have a stand mixer so it was all by hand; (we) 
ruined one mixer because the Royal icing is 
very stiff.”
Above the two-inch base are candy gin-
gerbread men carrying gumdrop books 
across green paper and, Sanders’ favorite 
part, LED lights inserted into the groves that 
mimic Old Main’s exterior lights.
Sanders cooked the curved pieces of gin-
gerbread on top of bent cardstock, and he 
melted clear hard-rock candy over the win-
dow slots.
“I hope I’m true to all gingerbread mak-
ers that above that wrapping paper, every-
thing is edible,” he said. 
Yevgenya Movshovich, a math professor, 
ate a stray piece of the castle despite Sanders’ 
warning that it was old and stale; however, 
she said it tasted fantastic.
“Things like that that are so beautiful 
should also taste beautiful, and I love ginger-
bread,” she said.
Aside from the taste, Movshovich said 
she also admires the castle because society 
has lost its patience for details.
Sanders said he plans to take the ginger-
bread house to his office at Sarah Bush Lin-
coln Health Center, and though he has had 
some requests to preserve it, he is unsure of 
what its fate will be.
Stephanie Markham can be reached 
at 581-2812 or samarkham@eiu.edu.
TEXTBOOK RENTAL SERVICE
Louis M. Grado Building
Located at 975 Edgar Drive
Deadline to return textbooks without a fine is
Friday, December 19, 2014 at 3:00 p.m.
All textbooks do not have to be returned at the same time. Please visit the Textbook Rental Service portion on PAWS 
to review a list of textbooks checked out to you for the current semester/term. A $20 per book late fine will be charged 
on textbooks returned after Friday, December 19 at 3:00 p.m.
In order to expedite the return process, we encourage students to bring their Panther Id Card. We recommend trans-
porting your textbooks in a water proof book bag or another type of protective method.
For convenience after business hours, you may return textbooks via the exterior book drop located under the awning 
at the northeast corner of our facility.
The five-day grace period to return late textbooks with a $20 per book fine will expire on Friday, December 26 at 4:30 
p.m. All textbook charges will then be posted to the associated student account, in addition to the previously posted 
late fines. There will be no refunds.
Textbook distribution for Spring 2015 begins Monday, January 5. Please visit our website at www.eiu.edu/textbks for 
more information.
We encourage all students to use their EIU e-mail accounts.
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
CATCH THE PANTHER SHUTTLE TO TEXTBOOK RENTAL SERVICE!
On Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, December 17, 18, and 19, during scheduled business hours, the Panther 
Shuttle will stop at Textbook Rental Service between regularly scheduled Wal-Mart and University Union stops.
Fall 2014 Textbook Return Hours
Monday, December 15, 2014          8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, December 16, 2014          8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 17, 2014     8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 18, 2014        8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Friday, December 19, 2014             8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
The Daily Eastern News 
is your local source for 
all things EIU!
Parking lot party
JEHAD ABBED | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Nishant Sangam and Naveen Batchu, both technology students, participate in a pick-up cricket match Saturday in a parking lot near the Park Place 
apartments. Sangam, Batchu and four other students were playing and said they were all part of school cricket teams when they lived in India.
Rain
High: 50°
Low: 41°
Cloudy
High: 45°
Low: 25°
MONDAY TUESDAY
Local weather
For more weather visit dailyeasternnews.com
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The Daily Eastern News is produced by the students of 
Eastern Illinois University. It is published daily Mon-
day through Friday, in Charleston, Ill., during fall and 
spring semesters and twice weekly during the sum-
mer term except during university vacations or exami-
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Advertising
To place an advertisement or classified ad in The 
Daily Eastern News, call the ads office at 581-
2812 or fax 581-2923. Visit our online advertise-
ments at dailyeasternnews.com/classifieds.
Comments / Tips
Contact any of the above staff members if you be-
lieve your information is relevant. aaaaaaaaaaa
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Corrections 
The Daily Eastern News is committed to accuracy in its 
coverage of the news. Any factual error the staff finds, 
or is made aware of by its readers, will be corrected 
as promptly as possible. Please report any factual er-
ror you find to Editor-in-Chief Bob Galuski at 581-2812. 
Employment
If you would like to work for The Daily Eastern News 
as a reporter, photographer, columnist, cartoon-
ist, copy editor, designer or videographer, please 
visit at the newsroom at 1802 Buzzard Hall.
“Tell the truth and don’t be afraid.”
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By Allison Henrichs
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Students who feel like the stress 
of finals week is bringing them 
down can take advantage of the on-
campus resources like the Counsel-
ing Center and the Student Success 
Center.
The Counseling Center’s staff con-
sists of psychologists, counselors and 
graduate assistants who offer services 
to assist students in academics.
Counselor Angi Parker said the 
number of students coming in has 
increased as finals week has been ap-
proaching.
“This is a highly stressful time 
across campus and generally people 
are up later studying, so they’re not 
getting good sleep and usually not 
eating well, as they go for quick 
and easy foods which may not al-
ways be the most healthy,” she said.
Parker  suggests  s tudents  get 
seven to nine hours of sleep each 
night, eat three healthy meals a day 
and exercise to reduce stress.
Parker said the Counseling Cen-
ter is offering relaxation booths in 
Taylor Hall for the first couple of 
days of finals week to help students 
unwind.  Counselors will also be 
handing out information on prop-
er self-care.
The Student Success Center also 
provides resources to help students 
with their academic goals. 
Brian Gorman, the assistant di-
rector, said he does not see an in-
crease in students coming in before 
finals week; most students who use 
those resources do so earlier in the 
semester.
“A lot of times it becomes over-
whelming, in terms of what to 
study and how to study it so we 
can help students develop a plan,” 
Gorman said.
Gorman said students can come 
to the center this week and an ad-
viser can help them prepare a per-
sonalized study plan.
He said this method is very ben-
eficial, especially in the case of a 
cumulative final.
Gorman also stressed a student's 
need for balance while preparing 
for finals.  He said focusing on 
studying is important for students 
as well as making time to relax and 
taking care of their body.
Gorman sa id a  good rule  of 
thumb is to try not to cram study-
ing for a final into just a few days. 
He  sa id  s tudent s  should  pace 
themselves throughout the entire 
semester.
Gorman encouraged students 
struggling with finals to consid-
er taking EIU2919: Strategies for 
Success, a one credit course that is 
open to anyone.
EIU2919 is an academic and life 
skills course that teaches students 
to be self-reflective, evaluate what 
they have done wrong in the past 
and consider ways they can change 
it.
A large focus of the course is 
time management and study skills.
Students seeking a study plan, 
advice on time management, or 
help controlling anxiety and stress 
can visit the Counseling Center lo-
cated in the Human Services Build-
ing or the Student Success Center 
located in 9th Street Hall.
Allison Henrichs can be
reached at 581-2812
or amhenrichs@eiu.edu.
Resources available for finals week
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM 
YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS! 
916 Woodlawn Dr. 
Great location south end of 9th st. near the woods! 
www.youngstowncharleston.com 
217-345-2363 
Fully Furnished studio, 1, 2 & 3 bedroom  
Apts and Townhouses 
Many with Washer and Dryer in units! 
Spacious Bedrooms with walk in closets! 
 Full or Queen Beds! 
Private Decks! 
Home away from home feel! 
Free Trash & Parking! 
3 Clean on-site Laundry Rooms! 
Use Financial Aid to pay rent 
Sign a lease by 
DEC 17 for our 
deposit special! 
$99/person any 
size unit! 
Tarble Exhibits | 10 AM - 5 PM
     Illinois Biennial Drawing/Watercolor & Frankie Flood: Machines that Work both on display
English 5000 Symposium | 7 PM
    First-year grad students present their research in this public forum; Coleman Hall 3732
Finals Study Break | 7 - 9 PM
   Visit Booth Library and take a study/grading break with free popcorn and lemonade
Check out more upcoming events at www.dailyeasternnews.com
December 15, 2014 What’s Happening at EIU?
ESA welcomes our new active members!
Congratulations! The Daily Eastern News 
will resume publication 
for Spring Semester on
Monday, January 12, 2015.
Have a great 
Winter Break!
By Aldo Soto
Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21
Walking into the office of J. Corey Francis in the 
lowest level of the Doudna Fine Arts Center, it would 
be easy to figure out his passion for music.
Instrument cases litter the ground of Eastern’s assis-
tant director of bands — a piano also rests along a wall 
in Francis’ office, while his desk is buried with music 
books, both that he has created and is teaching.
But, growing up in Madisonville, Ky., the inspira-
tion for wanting to teach music all started at the district 
band competition during his freshman year, when he 
was a member of the Madisonville North High School 
Marching Band.
Francis said all the school bands from the district 
came together to compete. The band members with 
the highest scores were selected to an honor group and 
that played together for a weekend. As a member of the 
freshman/sophomore band, Francis sat back and lis-
tened to the 11th and 12th grade band play.
“They played this piece by Daniel Bukvich, ‘Sym-
phony No. 1 In Memoriam of Dresden,’ and it stuck 
with me — the power of that piece,” Francis said. 
“That’s when I knew I wanted to be a music teacher 
and be in front of the ensemble and work on that side 
of music. That’s the moment I said, ‘I want to do this 
for a long time.’” And he has.
After graduating from Murray State University in 
2002, where he completed his bachelor’s degree in mu-
sic education, Francis earned a master’s degree in wind 
band conducting from Georgia State University. Fran-
cis also has a doctorate in musical arts from the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi.
Before arriving at Eastern in 2012, Francis served 
as director of athletic bands at Indiana State University 
and at Georgia State he was the director of pep bands.
But his love of music started in his home in Ken-
tucky, where Francis got a taste of the West Coast, 
through some bonding time with his father, Jim.
“I remember my dad, when I was younger, would 
play records of lots of different musicians,” Francis said. 
“We’d hear Dave Brubeck, Stan Getz and jazz artists 
from the West Coast. He loved those guys.”
Like every other kid in elementary school, Francis 
played the recorder, but while listening to records with 
his dad he discovered a new interest. “I guess that influ-
ence of hearing Paul Desmond, the saxophonist and 
Stan Getz, another saxophonist, that really got me in-
terested in playing saxophone,” he said. 
In the sixth grade, Francis first picked up a saxo-
phone and began to play, sitting down and opening a 
music book to learn how to play songs.
“I tinkered on a piano before that, but saxophone 
was my first real instrument,” Francis said. Francis had 
a Yamaha student book, with music inside, which he 
used to learn “Hot Cross Buns” along with every other 
song available inside.
His father played the guitar, but never when Francis 
was growing up, so he never developed an interest for 
it. Though his father did play a big role in Francis’ mu-
sic interest. “He had the guitar in the case, but had nev-
er really played it much when I was younger,” Francis 
said. “So, it was more of hearing those records that he 
would play that drew my attention to saxophone. Oth-
er than that there was really no other influence. We just 
listened to music.”
At the age of 10 or 11, Francis began to learn more 
and more playing the saxophone, but if it wasn’t for his 
instructors that passion could have died off. “I just re-
ally enjoyed it,” he said. ‘I had really good teachers in 
middle school and high school. The more I did, the 
more I improved and the more they gave me, I felt re-
ally good about it.”
During his days at Madisonville North High 
School, Francis and the rest of the marching band’s 
saxophone section would get together and create their 
own groups and play for the love of the music. Still to-
day, Francis remembers those memories fondly. “It was 
just so much fun because one, I’m around my friends 
and it was something we all enjoyed doing; but two, it 
was just a great outlet for me,” he said. 
Francis played different sports growing up in Ken-
tucky, including football, but there wasn’t anything like 
the band that gave him the same kind of excitement.
“Sports was fun, but it just wasn’t my thing,” he said. 
“When I started doing marching band in high school 
and being around that competitive atmosphere, but 
also the social atmosphere, it really brought a lot of en-
ergy and excitement for me.”
It stuck. Francis was in love with the band, the peo-
ple in it and the music. He was also very fortunate. 
During his senior year of high school, Francis was able 
to march in President Bill Clinton’s second inaugura-
tion. He also marched in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Pa-
rade. Yet, Francis said the most fun he ever had at Mad-
isonville North, while in the band, was marching in the 
state championships during his sophomore year at the 
football stadium at Eastern Kentucky University.
“It was the first time I performed in front of a full 
stadium,” he said. Francis had become accustomed to 
performing in high school stadiums, where the seat-
ing was never too overwhelming. “You see these high 
school stadiums, they’re kind of small,” Francis said.
His band played in front of 20,000 people at Roy 
Kidd Stadium in Richmond, Ky.
“The front side was full of people and there were 
people on the hill on the right-hand side of the field,” 
Francis said. “There was just all this energy all over the 
place. It was so amazing just being able to go out there 
and hear the people cheering and they’re really in to 
your performance.”
Since 2012, Francis has been on the other side, di-
recting Eastern’s bands at the school’s football and bas-
ketball games. But it hasn’t always been easy for Fran-
cis and the students that he leads. During the Eastern 
football team’s run in the 2013 FCS Playoffs, the Pan-
ther Marching Band had to perform in frigid tempera-
tures without the best protection.
“Last year, we had those games in the cold and we 
didn’t have any parkas; we didn’t have any heavier coats 
for the entire group,” Francis said. “So, after the first 
playoff game, after being as brutally cold as it was, the 
next day I went up to my chair and said, ‘We have got 
to have these parkas,’ and so we ordered 100.”
The high on Dec. 7, 2013, in Charleston was 22 
degrees at O’Brien Field. But Francis wouldn’t have it 
any other way. During his time in Atlanta, where he 
was with Georgia State and in Terre Haute, Ind., where 
he was most recently, with Indiana State, he said the 
school’s had their own identities, but nothing can com-
pare to the people that he is around at Eastern.
“This has been my favorite, though, because of the 
positive energy and positive attitude that’s around the 
faculty, the students, and then also the community as 
well,” Francis said. “I mean, I could walk from (Doud-
na) over to the Union for some lunch and walk into 
President Perry and he stops and talks with me. You 
don’t get that everywhere.”
Sitting behind his desk, Francis has a clear view of 
an autographed picture of former Indianapolis Colts 
quarterback and current Denver Broncos quarter-
back Peyton Manning. Most people that know Fran-
cis are aware of his fandom of the Colts and the Chi-
cago Cubs.
Raised in Kentucky, he was always a huge basket-
ball fan, but he was also into gymnastics. “In a galaxy 
far, far away, I was involved with gymnastics,” Francis 
said. “Before I ever got involved with music I did some 
gymnastics and even some swimming.”
Don’t look too closely, though, there isn’t a photo of 
a young Francis in a leotard in his office.
Aldo Soto can be reached at
581-2812 or asoto2@eiu.edu.
Francis brings positive energy to marching band
JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
J. Corey Francis, the assistant director of bands, directs the Panther Basketball Band during the 
Eastern women’s basketball team’s 78-66 loss against Illinois-Chicago in Lantz Arena Sunday.
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This is the last column I will ever 
write for The Daily Eastern News, and 
even as I type out these words, it seems 
unreal to me. It seems unreal that I 
spent four and a half years here. It seems 
unreal to me that I will walk across the 
stage in less than a week, ready and 
allegedly prepared for the real world. It 
seems unreal. 
But then again, if somebody told me 
four and a half years ago I would be 
the editor-in-chief of the campus news-
paper, or that I would have made life-
long friends in the process, I would have 
thought the notion ridiculous. 
But here I am; here we are. On the 
precipice of graduation, on the edge of 
leaving Eastern, the only thing I can 
think is thank God I got involved with 
something. 
And I think that’s the best advice any-
body can give somebody in college: get 
involved. It doesn’t have to be with the 
newspaper, but man, just get involved 
with something. 
It goes a long way to helping in your 
collegiate career. The benefits (most-
ly) outweigh the costs.  For me, getting 
involved with The News has given me 
more opportunities than I ever thought 
possible. I’ve met celebrities, talked with 
the big wigs of Eastern and watched as 
the biggest issues of the day swept over 
the campus. 
But I also worked harder than I’ve 
ever worked before. And it was all worth 
it. The countless long nights and early 
mornings gave way to a better work eth-
ic. The struggle of finding sources, or, 
hell, just finding a story, helped give me 
endurance. And the constant rush of sto-
ries, photos and deadlines helped focus 
my priorities. 
In the end, I know I’m not the same 
person I would’ve been had I not accept-
ed an invitation to be part of The News 
staff. 
In the end, I’m better off, simply 
because I decided to get involved. 
Eastern offers a lot in terms extra-
curricular activities, and far too often, I 
watch as students squander, waste it and 
only get a degree. 
“Only get a degree” — it’s monu-
mental to get a degree, yes, but if you 
don’t do anything while getting, it’s not 
always worth it. 
The relationships forged in the news-
room are ones that will continue far past 
Saturday. That’s the great thing about 
being involved with something. It forc-
es you to get to know people you other-
wise wouldn’t, and lifelong friendships 
emerge from the flames of simply being 
in the same room as one another. 
Our lives give us so many paths to 
choose from, and it’s impossible to know 
which is the right one. But just by pick-
ing one, you are light years ahead of 
somebody who doesn’t.  No matter what 
you decide to get involved with, the les-
sons you learn along the way can be 
more valuable than any course at East-
ern. 
I learned about hard work. I learned 
about perseverance. I learned the world 
doesn’t stop for a personal tragedy. 
I learned that life doesn’t work out 
the way you want it to every single day. 
But, the great thing is, you get to wake 
up and try it again tomorrow. 
Knowing what I know now, there’s 
no way I would have wasted my fresh-
man year doing nothing. Knowing what 
I know now, there’s no way I wouldn’t 
have gotten into the newsroom faster. 
Knowing what I know now, there’s no 
way I would have lost this life I’ve grown 
accustomed to. 
Everything that has happened — 
everything good, bad and in between — 
happened to me because of this news-
room, because of the people in it. 
And that’s not something I’ll take 
lightly going into my next phase of life, 
and neither should you. 
Get involved. Find something you 
love to do, and I can almost guarantee 
Eastern offers it. 
Get involved. Don’t just get a degree. 
Find a life. Find new friends. The best 
thing you can say when you walk across 
that stage is that you’re lucky you found 
something you loved so much that it’s so 
hard to say goodbye. 
Get involved. 
The greatest lesson I learned in the 
past few years working at The News is 
that alone I will not survive. Surround-
ed by those who care about me help me 
thrive. 
And the day will come where you will 
have to leave Eastern, too. Make sure the 
memories you have aren’t just of you in 
a study lounge or sitting in class. Make 
sure you fill that memory bank with as 
much as possible. 
So, as this is the last column I will 
write, I hope somebody—at least one 
person—figures out that the key to liv-
ing is to be involved with something 
you’re passionate about. 
And because this is my last column, I 
guess that means this is goodbye. 
I’m lucky it’s so hard to say. 
Bob Galuski is a senior English major. He can be 
reached at 581-2812 or denopinions@gmail.com.
Bob Galuski 
Getting involved makes all the difference
The daily editorial is the majority opinion 
of the editorial board of The Daily Eastern 
News.
STAFF EDITORIAL:
Regardless of stance, 
protests are a step in 
the right direction
Amidst the climate of social prob-
lems that have thrust themselves into the 
national perspective and conversation, 
Eastern has responded admirably to the 
occasion, bringing into the fray an other-
wise marginalized voice.
When students take to campus this 
week for finals, they’ll be greeted with 
chalk protests of the recent grand jury 
decisions pertaining to the deaths of 
Michael Brown and Eric Garner, both 
killed by police officers, both cleared of 
all charges.
This isn’t to take a stance on the deci-
sions (or lack thereof ).
It is, however, a moment to com-
ment on the growth of dialogue that 
has occurred at Eastern over the last few 
months, a development we feel integral to 
the collegiate experience.
On Friday, Eastern students took to 
Lincoln to protest recent events in Fer-
guson, Mo. and New York City. It was a 
sobering moment of reflection on some 
very serious problems, one that deserved 
the attention of the local community and 
campus altogether.
With that, it is necessary to vocalize 
the importance of rights to assembly and 
protest. 
As we have said in past issues, the 
inherent ability of people, for whatever 
reason, to gather, protest and make their 
voices heard is a critical aspect of democ-
racy, one that should never be compro-
mised or diminished.
Doing so not only thrusts the onus of 
basic conversation onto the general dis-
course, but bolsters the ability of Eastern 
students to engage in dialogue over sin-
cerely necessary conversations. 
Considering that, then, it seems appar-
ent that Eastern make concerted efforts 
to address not only the national problem 
that is the relationship between minor-
ities and law enforcement, but facilitate 
discussion of the roots of that problem 
altogether. 
As we have said in the past, these are 
neither comfortable nor easy conversa-
tions to have. 
Regardless, though, they are necessary 
to have. It is impossible for us to grow, 
both as a campus or as a nation, with-
out confronting those issues, and Eastern 
should be proud of its own students for 
taking a sincere stance.
JEHAD ABBED | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
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SEMESTER IN REVIEW THROUGH PHOTOS
JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Omar Soloman, an admissions counselor, and President Perry, take the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge as the crowd looked on during First 
Night on the South Quad.
JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Sheriff-elect James Rankin speaks with his support-
ers after his win over Democratic candidate Greg 
Voudrie in the Unique Suites Hotel on Nov. 4.  
CHYNNA MILLER| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Members of Alpha Phi, Phi Kappa Theta, and Delta Chi 
create a heart to end their cheer routine during Yell Like 
Hell Oct. 24 in McAfee Gymnasium. The group placed first 
in the Greek division of the competition.
JEHAD ABBED | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Retired art professor Jeff Boshart and Retired Dean James Johnson strap 
down a sculpture to a trailer Dec. 2 outside of Doudna Fine Arts Center. 
Boshart’s pieces that sit between Doudna and Buzzard Hall are all set to be 
removed by next summer.
JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
A hit and run occurred Sept. 26 at the pedestrian 
crosswalk between Lincoln Hall and McAfee Gym.  
One subject was air-lifted to Carle Foundation Hos-
pital in Urbana.  
JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Senior marketing major Alexis Teichmiller gives her presentation, “How to 
be the CEO of Your Life,” during Entrepreneurship Week presented by the 
SEED Center on Nov. 10 in the Lumpkin Hall Auditorium.  
JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Sophomore marketing major Andrianna Fullerton is 
spun by junior communications studies major DeVonte 
Dixon during the Couture Models segment of the Ex-
travaganza of 1960s event on Oct. 9 in the Ballroom.
JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Eion Dahlke and Kyle Ross anxiously wait for candy to 
be tossed at them along Sixth Street during Eastern’s 
homecoming parade on Oct. 26. 
JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Freshmen and transfer students head to meet with the dean of their major during Prowl on Aug. 22.
JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Freshman chemistry major Alexa Certa plays with her dog Penny, a 
17-week-old Australian Shepard, during Pets on Parade in Pemberton Hall 
on Nov. 19. 
Help wanted
           THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS |  NEWS MONDAY, DEC. 15, 20146
Rent: Now, Spring 2015, or Fall 2015  
Good Housing, Proven Management 
Housing for 1 from $350-440 
Housing for 2 from $290/person 
Housing for 3 or 4 right next to campus 
 
  
 
1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377 
Charleston, IL 61920 
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 
woodrentals.com 
FOR RENT
581-2812
Are you a landl
ord with 
apartments a
vailable 
for next year?
Get them move-in ready! 
To advertise, call...
Let students know 
by advertising in our 
Classifieds section!
Don’t wait until it’s 
too late!
FOR RENT
581-2812
Are you a landl
ord with 
apartments a
vailable 
for next year?
Get them move-in ready! 
To advertise, call...
Let students know 
by advertising in our 
Classifieds section!
Don’t wait until it’s 
too late!
 
217.345.RENT (7368)www.unique-properties.net 
Don’t Miss Out!  Let us show you your new apartment today! 
So Many Locations!    Amazing New Floor Plans!  
 All Inclusive Pricing!   Pet Friendly!   
www.dailyeasternnews.com
    
Like us on Facebook and Twitter!
read. share. connect
CLASSIFIEDS
The Daily Eastern News 
is your local source for 
all things EIU!
For rent
For rent
For rent
Campus close 1, 2 and 3 bedroom 
apartments. All inclusive. Great lo-
cations. Call or text
217-273-6820,
or 217-273-2048
_______________________ 12/15
BOWERS RENTALS - FALL 2015: 
Nice 1-5 BR homes in great loca-
tions close to campus!  Check out 
1011 Grant or 1532 1st Street! See 
all our properties at eiuliving.com.   
Call or text 217-345-4001.
 ________________________12/15
BOWERS RENTALS - SPRING SE-
MESTER: Only 1 left! Very nice 1-3 
BR Duplex! Close to campus! Dis-
counted rates! Call or text
217-345-4001.
eiuliving.com
_________________________12/15
AVAILABLE JANUARY! Huge luxu-
ry apts. corner of 4th and Polk at 
discounted price! Fully furnished, 
private bathrooms, W/D, internet, 
cable, parking and trash included. 
Roommate matching available! Call 
before they’re gone! 217-345-5515
www.MelroseonFourth.com
_______________________12/15
Available January 2015 - Deluxe 1 
BR Apts.,  117 W Polk.  Stove, 
fridge, microwave, dishwasher, 
washer/dryer. Trash paid.
348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
_______________________12/15
Sign a lease BEFORE Christmas break at 
Melrose on Fourth for a 2 BR, 2 BA first floor 
apartment for the 15-16 school year and 
get a special DISCOUNTED rent! Call 217-
345-5515 today for details!
www.MelroseonFourth.com
___________________________ 12/15
3, 4, 5 Bedroom houses available for 2015-
2016 school year. Call
217-962-0790. Appliances included.
___________________________ 12/15
For 2015 - 1, 2, 3 &4 BR Apts. Carlyle 
Apartments, 348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________ 12/15
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015 Studio, 1, 2, & 
3 bedroom apartments. Great locations! 
ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
___________________________ 12/15 
2 BR House Close to campus, No pets. 
Trash.  Furnished.  $175/month.
345-7244.
___________________________ 12/15
Village Rentals.  2015-2016 Leasing.  Stu-
dent housing Newly remodeled 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water and trash included.  2-4 BR 
houses, close to campus and pet-friendly. 
217-345-2516
www.charlestonvillagerentals.com
___________________________ 12/15
2015-2016 School year - 1st House 
Across from Lantz on 2nd ST w/ 
Porch Swing. 10 Month, 3 BR UP, 
Bath, Kitchen; 3 BR Down, kitchen, 
bath + 1/2. Large Living Room, 
Wash+Dryer. Price Negotiable. 
Rich, 345-6868; or Cell 549-8387
_______________________ 12/15
NEXT TO DOUDNA AND BUZZARD 
- 2, 3, & 4 BR APTS AT 1812 9th, 3 
BR AT 1205 Grant - BOTH AVAIL-
ABLE JANUARY 2015.
sammyrentals.com. CALL OR TEXT 
217-549-4011 OR MESSAGE
217-348-0673.
_______________________12/15
FOR 2015-2016:  VERY NICE 1-6 
BEDROOM HOUSES AND APART-
MENTS.  1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS 
FROM CAMPUS.  CALL
217-493-7559. myeiuhome.com  
_______________________12/15
Available Now - 3 BR Apts., 820 
Lincoln Ave. All kitchen applianc-
es. Water & trash paid. 1 block 
from EIU. 348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
_______________________12/15
Leasing for Fall 2015. 1, 2 & 3 BR 
units @ 4 great locations.
www.TRICOUNTYMG.com
217-348-1479
_______________________12/15
Available Now - 2 BR Apts. as low 
as $285/person. All appliances, 
some with dishwasher, washer/
dryer, or garage. Some furnished. 
Trash paid, some with water paid. 
As close as 3 blocks to campus. 
348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
_______________________12/15
EIUStudentRentals.com
217-345-1815
_______________________12/15
Awesome 3 BR Townhouse. Call 24 
hours for details 630-505-8374
_______________________12/15
1, 2, 3, and 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
*Quiet
locations
*As low as 
$285/mo each 
person
For appointment 
phone
217-348-7746
820 LINCOLN AVE, CHARLESTON, IL
Office Hours 9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat
www.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
Since 1965
Circulation driver needed for Daily 
Eastern News.  Hours are 5:00 am - 8:00 
am.  Apply in person, 1802 Buzzard 
Hall.  Must be a student and have a val-
id driver’s license.
_________________________12/15
Graphic artist and advertising assistant 
are both needed at The Daily Eastern 
News. Hours vary. Must be a motivated 
team player and have experience, 
preferably majoring in art/marketing. 
Apply in person, 1802 Buzzard Hall. 
Must be a student without a grad as-
sistantship. 
_________________________12/15
Sublessors
Looking to sublease.  3rd male room-
mate.  1305 4th St.  $450/month (ne-
gotiable).  tapearce@eiu.edu.
217-493-9264.
_________________________12/15
Available Spring 2015 Super nice fully 
furnished one and two bedroom apart-
ment.  New plank flooring, living room fur-
niture.  Lincoln Ave. location.  Affordably 
priced.  For additional information call
217-508-6757.
___________________________ 12/15
5 bedroom house, 1836 11th, $300 each 
A/D, W/D, D/W, partial covered large patio. 
217-345-3273
____________________________ 1/13
4-6 bedroom house, 1521 2nd, $300 each. 
A/C, W/D, off street parking.
217-345-3273
____________________________ 1/13
6 bedroom house includes a studio cot-
tage for 1 (6 total) 1906 11th, $325 each. 
Large yard and patio, A/C, D/W, W/D.
217-345-3273
____________________________ 1/13
3 bedroom, 3 bath duplex east of campus. 
RCRRENTALS.COM 217-345-5832
____________________________ 2/13
2015 School year:
RCRRENTALS.COM 217-345-5832
__________________________2/13
For rent
» BUDGET DECREASE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
President Bill Perry said the 
2016 budget remains unknown 
because some factors such as the 
amount of money from state ap-
propriations and tuition will be af-
fecting the budget.  
 “Until we know what the ap-
propriation is going to be for 2016, 
until we know what the enroll-
ment is going to be, how much we 
are going to be able to carry over 
through savings (for 2016), we 
don’t really know how it’s going to 
be,” Perry said. 
He said he expects the univer-
sity’s budget to balance in the next 
two years. 
“It looks to me that next year 
and the following will be the years 
were the enrollment stabilizes and 
starts to climb back up, by 2016, 
we will be in balance; in 2017 we 
will be able to start moving up,” 
Perry said. 
Perry said new revenue would 
be saved from enrollment, hiring 
freeze and attrition. 
He said he expects enrollment 
to increase through new programs 
and continuing advancements in 
existing programs, particularly at 
the graduate level.
Perry said he estimates over the 
next two years to have some savings 
in from hiring freeze and attrition 
of about $6 million. 
McCann said one initiative for 
the fiscal year 2015 budget is to al-
low department chairs and direc-
tors to decide how the money will 
be allocated within their depart-
ment. 
“One of the things we did was 
instead of breaking out that non-
personnel category and giving ev-
erybody specific line-items within 
their areas, we have kept that non-
personnel area in direct expendi-
ture pool, (with) a couple of excep-
tions,” McCann said.
He said the goal is to allow them 
to be part of the decision-making 
process.
“They still need to be part of the 
solution, not us dictating from up-
high how to use the money,” Mc-
Cann said. “From my standpoint 
that is beneficial, I much rather 
have the people on the line being 
able to make those decisions.”
The unbudgeted direct expen-
diture pool during fiscal year 2013 
was $12 million, while in 2014 it 
was $10.263 million.
The unbudgeted direct expen-
diture pool for fiscal year 2015 is 
$9.661 million, with a forecast-
ed budget at the end of 2015 to be 
$9.443 million.
While department chairs and 
directors will be allowed to deter-
mine how much to spend on most 
items, some things will remain 
budgeted. 
Budgeted items include perma-
nent improvements, library books, 
scholarship and awards, and utili-
ties. 
Under permanent improve-
ments a total of $882,000 was al-
located for fiscal year 2015, a de-
crease of $189,000 from fiscal year 
2014. 
Library books will receive 
$1.287 million for 2015, which 
is $108,000 less compared to this 
year.
The budget for utilities for 2015 
is $5.860 million, a decrease of 
$422,000. 
Scholarships and awards will 
have a budget of $6.350 million 
in fiscal year 2015, an increase of 
$951,000 from this year.
In terms of attrition, the univer-
sity allocated about $1.5 million 
for fiscal year 2015 and has already 
saved about $850,000. This leaves 
an estimated balance at the end of 
fiscal year 2015 of $653,000 left 
for attrition. 
McCann said the estimated 
numbers could vary depending on 
when university personnel leave or 
retire; however achieving those esti-
mates could be possible.  
The council also reviewed a 
cash-in/ cash-out scholarship ini-
tiative. 
David Emmerich, the chair of 
the council, said the initiative con-
sists of a fundraising campaign to 
help offset some of the appropriat-
ed costs. 
“A lot of appropriated dollars are 
being utilized to fund the Com-
mitment to Excellence and Panther 
Promise, ” Emmerich said. “Addi-
tional fundraising dollars would be 
specific for the scholarships, and 
the appropriated dollars current-
ly being used for these scholarships 
could be used for different academ-
ic areas instead.” 
Council member Kathlene 
Shank said the fundraiser would be 
targeting mid-level donors.
Emmerich said the council will 
only be involved in the beginning 
process of the initiative. 
The council will meet at 2 p.m. 
on Jan. 16, 2015 in the 1895 
Room of the Martin Luther King 
Jr. University Union. 
Debby Hernandez can be reached at 
581-2812 or dhernandez5@eiu.edu.
» DIE-IN DEMO CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
“Last time I checked, we 
paid tuition to this school,” 
Forbes said. “We all bleed 
red, but more importantly we 
bleed blue.” 
Forbes  a l so  sa id  Mona 
Davenport, the director of 
minority affairs, should have 
been present for the march, 
and should be present at 
more minority events in gen-
eral.
About 20 students stood 
in front of the gates of Old 
Main each shouting continu-
ously, “No justice no peace,” 
some standing on many sides 
of the street, cars honked and 
or waved their fists showing 
support.  
“I’m really proud of our 
students and our faculty and 
staff,” said President Bill Per-
ry. 
University Police Officers 
were present at the march as 
they stood inside Old Main; 
however, when University Po-
lice Department Officer An-
drea Beals was asked for com-
ment, she declined. 
Roberto Hodge can be
reached at 581-2812 
or rlhodge@eiu.edu.
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Senior guard Reggie Smith attempts the shot during the Panthers' 81-51 win over the Eureka College Red Devils 
on Nov. 17 at Lantz Arena.
By Blake Nash
Staff Reporter | @Banash5
Reggie Smith took the floor as a true 
freshman in front of 19,000 fans as his 
Marquette Golden Eagles took the floor 
at the Bradley Center in Milwaukee.
His team was preparing to take on 
the University of Wisconsin and he was 
amazed at how loud the crowd was. 
“The atmosphere was just amaz-
ing,” Smith said. “The crowd was…you 
couldn’t even hear the person next to you. 
That was a memorable experience.”
That is one of the fondest moments of 
Smith’s collegiate career. 
The Panthers’ senior shooting guard 
has been around the block as a college 
basketball player, playing at Marquette, 
UNLV and finally arriving at Eastern 
three years ago as a junior transfer. 
Lantz Arena is far from the Bradley 
Center. It seats approximately 5,400 fans, 
but in recent years has rarely been filled 
for most games. 
The signing of head coach Jay Spoon-
hour in April 2012 brought a different 
culture to the program, especially after the 
Panthers won six of their last ten games 
that season to make it to the Ohio Valley 
Conference tournament for the first time 
since 2010. 
The Panthers were still far from the 
big time of college basketball when they 
brought in Smith that year, who at just six 
feet tall and a point guard, seemed to be 
brought in for his ball-handling skills.
However, YouTube videos began to 
surface during his redshirt season that 
showed the former McDonald’s All-
American displaying amazing dunk skills 
at UNLV and Thornton Township High 
School. 
“I’ve got a 44-inch vertical right now,” 
Smith said. “The first time I did (dunk), I 
was a freshman in high school, and once I 
started I couldn’t stop.”
Smith said that his favorite dunk is be-
tween the legs, but that he’s been able to 
do every dunk he’s tried, except for at least 
one. 
“I haven’t tried from the free throw 
line,” Smith said. 
Smith became eligible for the 2013-
14 season and became the Panthers’ start-
ing point guard. The speed of the game 
made it hard for Smith to dunk last year, 
and he decided to take on a different role 
for Eastern. 
“Offensively, we didn’t have a person 
who could go get a quick bucket,” Smith 
said. “I believe when I came in, I was able 
to do that and it helped the team go up 
another level.” 
Smith’s athleticism wowed the Eastern 
campus and Charleston community, and 
as the 2014-15 season began, change was 
in the air, on and off the court.
The arrival of freshman Cornell John-
ston at point guard this fall forced Smith 
to move to shooting guard, where he was 
forced to move more away from the ball. 
“It’s a lot of stress off the ball so I can 
move around, and find my places to 
score, instead of being more dominant 
with the ball and setting up plays,” Smith 
said. 
Smith also thought that Spoonhour 
wanted him to be more offensive and de-
fensive-minded, which helped the team.
 “Obviously, he (Johnston) can’t play 
shooting guard because of his size (5’7”, 
150 lbs), but he’s a great leader now and 
he’s going to be a great leader in the fu-
ture,” Smith said. “He’s just young and 
learning, but right now I think he’s ahead 
of his time.”
Spoonhour praised Smith in how well 
he plays the game.
“Reggie has played at the highest lev-
el of college basketball,” he said. “He is an 
explosive player who gives our team some 
real speed and athleticism at the guard po-
sition.”
Another change this season has been 
in attendance, particularly the rise in stu-
dents attending games. The formation of 
the “Blue Crew” this season helped in the 
rise of attendance by students, faculty and 
community, which was on display Satur-
day night when the Panthers defeated in-
state foe Northern Illinois, 59-55 in front 
of 2,044 fans in attendance. 
“Right now it’s just a big progression 
from where it was last year. We didn’t 
see that many fans unless it was for a big 
game or something like that,” Smith said. 
“Now everybody’s coming to support, 
which is great, and it looks like it’s going 
to be a great season for us.”
As for the anticipated dunk that ev-
erybody’s been waiting to see, Smith just 
wants a little more patience. 
“I’m going to dunk on somebody be-
fore the year is over,” Smith said. “Every-
body wants to dunk on somebody when 
the opportunity comes.” 
However, Smith just wants to be re-
membered for helping the Eastern pro-
gram, which seemed to be on a downhill 
slide before his arrival, get back on its feet.
“I think now it’s starting to pick itself 
up and a lot of people are starting to get 
interested in it, as far as recruits in high 
school and other kids around us, who 
want to play collegiate basketball,” Smith 
said. “Just being able to help this program 
get stronger and better is what I want to 
leave behind.”
Blake Nash can be reached at 
581-2812 or banash@eiu.edu.
Smith reflects on college basketball career 
By Blake Nash
Staff Reporter | @Banash5
LeTrell “Snoop” Viser scored 16 
points in the Panthers 59-55 win 
over Northern Illinois on Saturday in 
Lantz Arena.
“That’s a tough team and tough in 
a lot of ways,” coach Jay Spoonhour 
said. “Physically they outrebound 
people by 12 a game and you just saw 
why. They pursue the ball.”
The Huskies out-rebounded the 
Panthers 32-29.
Viser started his second straight 
game in place of Reggie Smith and 
Spoonhour liked the way Viser has 
played. 
“You know it always takes transfers 
half a year sometimes to get stuff go-
ing, and they just gradually get there,” 
Spoonhour said. “Snoop’s had a cou-
ple of games here where he knows he’s 
going to make them, and I know he’s 
going to make them and it feels pret-
ty good.”
Viser said that his confidence 
shooting the ball has been getting 
better every day and he gives all the 
props to his teammates for the green 
light to shoot. 
“They’re the ones that tell me to 
keep shooting and shooting,” he said. 
“They find me in the open spot and 
the fast break, want me to shoot, and 
I’m just letting them go.”
Viser also had five rebounds, two 
assists, two blocks and one steal. The 
crowd of 2,044 was the largest the 
Panthers have played in front of this 
year, and they exploded after a huge 
defensive stop, when senior Keenen 
Anderson took a charge with 26 sec-
onds remaining and the Panthers up 
by two. 
“Plays like that win games,” Spoon-
hour said. “Players are always think-
ing, ‘Hey I’ve got to go make a buck-
et,’ and that’s fine, I like that too, 
but there’s lots of other ways to win 
games, and Keeno’s figuring that out.” 
Spoonhour also said that he 
couldn’t tell if it was a good call, but 
it was a good call by Anderson to run 
down and get in front of him. Ander-
son finished with seven rebounds, one 
assist and one block. 
Viser said that play was the key to 
the game, especially since he got beat 
off the dribble. 
“I was looking for the screen be-
cause they were running a similar of-
fense to us with that screen action,” 
Viser said. “I knew a screen was going 
to come, but (my man) went base-
line.”
As for the crowd, guard Dylan 
Chatman, who finished with 14 
points and two rebounds, said that 
was the atmosphere the Panthers 
needed. 
“Oh that’s the life. That’s the real 
D1 atmosphere we need,” Chatman 
said. “We got to keep winning to keep 
them coming.”
The in-state rivalry was heated be-
fore the game when the Huskies were 
heard trash-talking before the game. 
“Coach told us we had to go out 
and get it because they had a coach 
come in that was talking noise, so we 
had to go out and win that game,” 
Chatman said. “Good win for our 
program.”
The Panthers record now stands at 
4-6, and they’ll have a week off before 
taking on Indiana State next Saturday 
at Terre Haute, Ind. 
Players attend funeral of 
former Eastern player
It had been a long week for the 
Panthers, as they lost a member of the 
Eastern basketball family on Monday. 
Former Panther player Andrew 
Gobczynski passed away after a car 
crash near St. Louis. 
The Panthers attended his funer-
al on Friday afternoon, where Viser 
promised Gobczynski’s father that he 
would help Eastern get the victory. 
“We just got fired up to play them 
and wanted to get this “W” for the 
former player who passed away,” Viser 
said. “I told his father I was going to 
get this “W”.
Blake Nash can be 
reached at 581-2812
 or banash@eiu.edu.
Panthers sneak past Northern for close win Saturday
JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Junior guard LeTrell Viser goes up for a 3-point shot during the Panthers' 
59-55 win against Northern Illinois on Saturday at Lantz Arena.  
8 T H E DA I LY E ASTE R N NEWSD A I LY E A S T E R N N E W S . C O M M O N DAY, D E C. 15,  2014
N o.  7 3 ,  V O L U M E  9 9
SportS Sports EditorAldo Soto217 • 581 • 2812DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
@DEN_Sports tweet of the day:  #EIU loses 78-66. Shakita Cox leads #EIU with 20 points.
Illinois-Chicago vs. Eastern Illinois
78 66Dec. 13, 2014Lantz Arena
Charleston, Ill.
NEW RECORD
By Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor | @BobReynoldsDEN
On June 10 of this year, 
freshman women’s basketball 
player Grace Lennox walked 
on to United States soil for 
only the third time in her life 
and for her it was a different 
experience, because she was 
starting college.
When Lennox walked onto 
the campus of Eastern, she said 
it was pretty crazy. She had to 
start school right away with 
four classes, two of which were 
online.
“Actually, it wasn’t as bad 
as I expected,” she said. “Ev-
eryone was telling me that it 
was going to be really tough, 
and I was kind of in the mind-
set of it was going to be real-
ly hard. The coaches gave me 
extra time to do everything. I 
mean it was hard, but I got it 
done and finished with three 
A’s and a B, so it wasn’t too bad 
in the end.”
Previously, Lennox said she 
had been to states such as Cal-
ifornia, Indiana, Illinois and 
Texas. She was able to visit 
Disneyland while in Califor-
nia. She plans to go to again 
on Christmas Day with her 
parents who are visiting her 
later in the month. 
Lennox was born and raised 
in Hobart, Tasmania, Austra-
lia. Hobart is the capital and 
most populous city of the Aus-
tralia island state of Tasmania. 
Tasmania is an island just off 
the southernmost part of Aus-
tralia.
While in Australia, Lennox 
played for the Hobart Char-
gers in helping lead her team 
to the 2013 Premier League 
Championships. 
Lennox was also a two-
time all-league player and was 
a member of the Australian 
Under-17 National team that 
competed in the FIBA Ocea-
nia Games. 
She was a captain of the Tas-
manian National Team during 
the Australian State Champi-
onships and was named to the 
under-20 National Team this 
past summer.
Lennox said playing with 
the level of competition over 
in Australia has helped her im-
mensely with adapting to the 
type of basketball here.
Three of Lennox’s team-
mates in Australia have grad-
uated from a college in the 
United States, including one 
from Duke University.
“The competition I was 
playing against at home was 
probably better than it is right 
now,” she said. “It prepared me 
crazily for coming over here.”
The biggest reason Lennox 
came to Eastern was because 
of the coaching staff. Prior to 
speaking with coaches, she did 
not have any idea where East-
ern was.
She heard about the oppor-
tunity from one of her coaches 
back in Australia, who played 
basketball with Eastern coach 
Debbie Black and assistant 
coach Kim Foley in Tasmania. 
She told Lennox that Eastern 
would be the perfect fit.
“When I talked to them 
about everything they wanted 
implemented with the team, it 
was a perfect fit,” Lennox said. 
“I just absolutely fell in love 
with what they were trying to 
preach and teach.”
Black said that she never 
went down to Australia to ac-
tually see Lennox, but they 
would communicate via Skype 
and e-mail. 
Black said she likes that 
even though Lennox might 
not light up the stat sheet, she 
brings the intangibles to the 
table. 
“She wins just about every 
race,” Black said. “She doesn’t 
stop and that is the kind of 
player I need in the gym. She 
sets the table offensively for us. 
Her on-the-ball defense is real-
ly good. I don’t have to teach 
her how to work. She is going 
to put the work in. It will be 
interesting to see her develop 
throughout the years.”
When Lennox stepped foot 
on to Eastern’s campus for the 
first time, she said everything 
was going so fast. Her team-
mates were there to help her 
get comfortable with the situ-
ation, including senior forward 
Sabina Oroszova.
Oroszova was an interna-
tional student, just like Len-
nox, and came over from Slo-
vakia her freshman year. 
Lennox said Oroszova has 
been a huge help with getting 
her settled in.
“She said ‘This is what you 
should be doing instead of go-
ing about it the wrong way, 
and make sure you get on top 
of that first,” Lennox said. 
“She is always there for me if I 
need her to help. If I have any 
questions about anything, I al-
ways ask Sabi. I go to her first.”
Lennox has been away from 
home for about six months 
and said the hardest part is just 
being away from her family.
She said normally every 
weekend, while back home, 
she would go out in her dad’s 
boat and go snorkeling, diving, 
water skiing and surfing. 
With the 17-hour time dif-
ference, talking to her parents 
is a tough challenge for Len-
nox, because normally when 
Lennox gets up in the morn-
ing, her parents are sleeping 
and visa-versa. 
She said she normally talks 
to her mom most days via text 
message, talks on the phone 
about three times a week and 
Skype or FaceTime every two 
weeks. 
“Generally I will have com-
munication with her every-
day,” she said. “My dad and 
I talk whenever. Sometimes 
I send him a message, some-
times I won’t. My sisters I 
communicate with most days 
as well and my brother every 
now and then.”
Lennox said her parents 
have been the biggest influ-
ence on her life because of 
what they have done for her 
throughout her basketball ca-
reer. 
“They have been there for-
ever,” she said. “I have the best 
relationship with my parents. 
They brought me up so well. 
I look up to them, and I re-
spect them. They’ve just taught 
me to never give up, to always 
continue. They have support-
ed me the whole way. I always 
look up to them.”
Bob Reynolds can be
 reached at 217-581-2812
 or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.
Australian basketball player transitions to Eastern 
By Cody Delmendo
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s basket-
ball team had 24 turnovers in 
a 78-66 loss to Illinois-Chica-
go on Sunday at Lantz Arena. 
After a three-pointer by 
Shakita Cox to start the sec-
ond half for the Panthers, the 
Flames went on a 22-0 run that 
was caused by 11 turnovers in 
the first six and a half minutes 
of the second half.
By the end of the game, 
Eastern, now 3-7 on the sea-
son, was outscored 33-24 on 
points off turnovers and in 
points in the paint as well 36-
26. 
The Flames’ largest lead at 
one point was 25 points with a 
little under 10 minutes left in 
the second half. 
The Panthers made a late 
run to make the final score re-
spectable, but the Flames nev-
er let Eastern back in the game. 
Coach Debbie Black said the 
Flames did nothing to cause 
the turnovers the Panthers 
committed.
“Absolutely nothing. We 
threw the ball to them,” Black 
said. “Most of it is just un-
forced turnovers. We’re just go-
ing to have to watch film and 
address, because I don’t think it 
was anything unbelievable that 
we haven’t seen.”
Out of the 24 turnovers that 
Eastern committed, 18 of the 
turnovers were steals by the 
UIC defenders. 
Cox was a bright note from 
the loss as she lead the Panthers 
with 20 points, which included 
4-of-5 from beyond the three-
point line and a team-high five 
assists. 
“My team was just creating 
the next move for me and pen-
etrating inside got them to col-
lapse,” Cox said.
With Cox leading the team 
in points, Black was impressed 
with the way the transfer 
played.
“Yeah it was really good, she 
did a good job and she ran a lot 
of point [guard] for us which 
I liked,” Black said. “She’s was 
hitting shots, and I thought she 
had a very solid game for us. A 
good positive point out of it.” 
Sabina Oroszova helped 
down low with 16 points and 
8 boards to lead the Panthers 
as well.     
UIC, who improved to 7-1, 
got most of their offense from 
leading scorer Terri Bender 
who had 25 points. 
The guard finished 8-of-16 
from the field, which included 
two 3-point field goals, which 
was a game-high for both 
teams.
Ruvanna Campbell was also 
a major factor for the Flames 
posting a double-double of 18 
points and 10 rebounds. 
The Flames committed 20 
turnovers as well, but Eastern 
was not able to capitalize on of-
fense enough, which made the 
difference of the game.
“If you look at the 33 points 
off turnovers that’s the game,” 
Black said. “The game really is 
the turnover differential.”   
Eastern has now lost three 
games in a row and four of its 
last five. 
The Panthers now have six 
days off before they take on 
Northwestern in the Arizo-
na State Wells Fargo Holiday 
Tournament on Saturday at 
4:30 pm. 
Cody Delmendo can be 
reached at 217-581-2812
or cddelmendo@eiu.edu.
Turnovers hurt Panthers in loss to Illinois-Chicago
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Freshman Grace Lennox is an international student from Hobart, Tasmania, Australia. Lennox 
is currently a point guard for the Panthers.
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Red-shirt junior Shakita Cox goes up for the basket during 
the Panthers' 78-66 loss to Illinois-Chicago on Sunday at 
Lantz Arena.  Cox scored 20 points for the Panthers.
